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this extraordinary phenomenon* German, British,
French, and Belgian joint-stock companies or
financial associations, of which the main object
was the earning of profits and dividend upon
capital, supported and officially recognised by
their Governments, had acquired sovereignty
over some two million square miles of territory,
and at least fifty millions of people in Africa, and
there they were allowed to remain and to reconcile
the duties of government and administration with
the duty of making profits*

The preceding pages will have shown that the
ultimate causes and motives which produced the
partition of Africa were economic* The impulse to
the acquisition of these empires came from
financiers and traders; the actual acquisition was
largely the work of agents and officers of joint-
stock companies ; and the power of the European
State was directly or indirectly placed at the service
of these companies and financiers because
Europeans had come to believe that the power of
the European State should be used in Africa and
elsewhere to promote the economic interests of its
European subjects*

So far we have been considering only the causes
and motives of the acquisition of empire in Africa.